
 

 

Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust Announces 2016 Land Conservation Success: 

Land Makes the Difference. Land Tells a Story. 

In 2016, Weantinoge protected—mostly through donations—191 acres across Litchfield County.  

These projects include safeguarding the waters of Hall Meadow Brook in Goshen and West 

Aspetuck River in New Milford, adding to Smyrski Farm, protecting recreation along the 

Housatonic Range “Blue Trail” next to Tory’s Cave in New Milford, and slowing development 

along Lake Waramaug’s south shore. For two New Milford projects in 2016, the Mary and 

Gabriel Smyrski Family Heritage Farm  and the Eleanor and Howard Hunt Preserve, strategic 

planning with local families meant that the acres acquired were adjacent to existing Weantinoge 

land. “From an ecological point of view, acquiring land that is adjacent to protected land is 

extremely valuable because it increases the overall footprint of contiguous conserved land and 

prevents habitat fragmentation,” said Executive Director, Catherine Rawson. In addition to their 

ecological value, these acquired lands tell a story about the past.  

 

On December 29, 2016, the Perlowsky family of West Meetinghouse Road, New Milford, 

created the 44 acre “Mary and Gabriel Smyrski Family Heritage Farm.”  This generous donation 

of land, including active hay fields, is adjacent to Weantinoge’s Smyrski Farm. This donation 

honors Mary and Gabriel Smyrski who emigrated from Poland in the early 1900s to settle, raise a 

family, and start a tobacco and dairy farm in the Merryall enclave of New Milford.  Gabriel 

Smyrski (1891–1969) was the youngest of four brothers, all of whom settled here and had major 

farms in the area.  Gabriel's eldest brother Adam was the father of  brother and sister John and 

Sophie Smyrski, who in 2009 donated  the historic Smryski Farm, with its rolling fields and 

iconic 1800s red barn, to Weantinoge.  

 

The Mary and Gabriel Smyrski Family Heritage Farm is especially meaningful to Angeline 

Smyrski Perlowsky, a lifelong resident of Merryall and daughter of Mary and Gabriel Smyrski. 

Angeline, or "Angee," grew up on the farm with her four siblings—Anthony, Leon, Helen and 

Esther—in the 1920s and 30s.  Angee loves telling stories of her childhood and how she and her 

siblings often rose before dawn to milk the cows by hand and take them out to pasture before 

walking over a mile to the one-room school house for grades 1 through 8, located near the 

intersection of Tamarack and North Roads.  

 

Times have changed, which is why this gift of land is so important for preserving the working 

landscape of New Milford. Interest in local food has increased the need for working agricultural 

land in towns that have shifted away from farming. “To support locally raised meat and milk, 

farmers need hay to feed the livestock through the winter. Preserving farmland helps a town 

retain its rural character and supports local food production,” said Paul Elconin, Director of Land 

Conservation who continued, “When Weantinoge acquired Smyrski Farm, we wanted to 

preserve the character of the Merryall section of New Milford by keeping the land in production. 

Managing the land for grazing and hay has also benefitted birds. More than 75 different bird 

species have been identified at Smyrski Farm, which hosts an annual bird walk each spring.” We 

are most grateful to Angee and her son Jonathan Perlowsky for their foresight and vision to 

honor the legacy of the Smryski family and bestow the stewardship and conservation of the Mary 

& Gabriel Smyrski Family Heritage Farm to the Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust. 



 

 

Weantinoge is also excited to announce that brothers Mark and Brian Hunt donated 107 acres on 

Route 7 and Squash Hollow Road in New Milford, creating the Eleanor and Howard Hunt 

Preserve in memory of their parents.  Eleanor and Howard Hunt were long-time residents of New 

Milford and had owned the land that is now the preserve for over 50 years.  In the late 19th 

century, the land was owned by the Kent Iron Company which operated from 1826 to 1892. Iron 

from the Litchfield Hills was used to make cannons during the Civil War as well as to supply 

19th century locomotive and steam engine manufacturers in New York, Rhode Island, and New 

Jersey.  The remains of a blast furnace owned by Kent Iron are located on what are now the 

grounds of the Sloane Stanley Museum in Kent, Connecticut.  The Hunt Nature Preserve land, 

like many of the surrounding hills, was used to produce charcoal for ironmaking, and remnants 

of 19th century charcoal mounds can be found on the Preserve, a small reminder of New 

Milford’s role in the Industrial Revolution. 

 

The Hunt Preserve, a stunning  public recreation area, conserves over 1,000 feet of frontage on 

Route 7 south of Tory’s Cave.  Weantinoge was especially excited about this project because it 

will expand the existing Tory’s Cave Preserve. Tory’s Cave, although closed temporarily to 

protect the bats from the spread of White Nose Snydrome,  remains a popular destination. 

“Tory’s Cave is one of Weantinoge’s most highly visited properties. We’re thrilled that the 

Eleanor and Howard Hunt Preserve expands recreation options at a place so important to the 

New Milford community” said Ms. Rawson. The Eleanor and Howard Hunt Preserve contains 

steep slopes, hemlock groves, and a long stretch of the Housatonic Range “Blue Trail,” a popular 

hiking trail which parallels the Housatonic River along the high hills.  

 

Weantinoge is celebrating the grand opening of the Hunt Preserve with a public hike on June 3
rd

. 

You can join Weantinoge to dedicate the trail, highlight the work of the New Milford Youth 

Agency, and learn about the history of the preserve from the Hunt Family. To register for this 

event contact info@weantinoge.org. 

  

Founded in 1965 to benefit the general public through the preservation of natural areas, fish and 

wildlife, and working farmland, Weantinoge is the largest land trust in the State of Connecticut 

and the 18
th

 largest in the United States by the number of lands it conserves. Weantinoge has 

permanently protected more than 9,900 acres in 17 communities throughout Litchfield and 

northern Fairfield Counties. For more information, visit www.weantinoge.org.  
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