
 

Kahn Preserve    New Milford   117 Acres 

Nostrand Preserve   New Milford   150 Acres 

 
Trails connect the two contiguous preserves. 

 

Round trip from Cherniske Road and around the Bear Hill Loop is ~ 3 ¼ miles. 

 

The Kahn Preserve was a gift to Weantinoge in memory of Leon and Yareth Kahn 

in 1994.  

 

The Nostrand Preserve was purchased by the Town of New Milford with a grant 

from the Iroquois Gas Transmission System, Inc. 

 

Even though the Kahn Preserve was logged in the early 1990’s (before Weantinoge 

owned it), its red pine plantation has died, and non-native invasive shrubs are 

attempting to takeover, this Preserve offers a wonderful experience in the West 

Aspetuck River Valley.  The River itself is exceptionally clean, protected by the 

abundant forests and wetlands upstream.  Mink and otter breed here.  Though the 

marked trail system does not follow the river closely, if one turns right just before 

the rail bridge after descending from Cherniske Road, a bushwhack reveals a pond 

where amphibians breed and wood and black duck can be observed.  Along the base 

of the slope here, springs emerge with such volume that sand can be seen boiling-up 

from the pools where they begin.  Watercress was established decades ago in one of 

these spring-fed brooklets.  Further down, a level area in the floodplain has an 

example of a riparian gallery forest─ tall, fast growing trees including some of the 

regions only forest-grown (as opposed to open-grown) swamp white oak.  

 

The trails of Bear Hill pass by two sections of mature forest.  The high portions of 

the trail offer seasonal (when leaves are down) views northwest towards Kent and 

west into New York.  

 

The trails are maintained by the New Milford Youth Agency and Weantinoge.  As 

with a visit to any Weantinoge preserve, if you enjoyed your visit or see a problem, 

please do not hesitate to contact us! (860) 927-1927 | info@weantinoge.org. 

 

  


